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Thank you for your letter of 25 June, following up the Equal Opportunities Committee's
Inquiries relating to GypsyfTraveliers and the update I provided on 7 February on work by
the Scottish Government. I am grateful to the Committee for extending its deadline for this
response.

I understand and share the Committee's frustration about the speed of change on the
ground. The issues raised by the Committee are long standing in nature, and action by the
Scottish Government to set the policy framework aims to build an environment, where real
progress can be made.

In terms of the Groups working under the auspices of the Scottish Government, the
GypsyfTravelier Strategy Development Group has established a programme of work, with
the aim of publishing an overarching strategy and action plan for GypsyfTraveliers by
Summer 2015. This timescale builds in scope for engagement with members.of the
GypsyfTravelier community, extending more broadly than those who are members of the
Group, as well as wider consultation with stakeholders. Clearly, the fact that publication will
not take place until 2015 does not mean that action will not be ongoing in the meantime,
including action around GypsyfTravelier sites.

The Scottish Government believes that decisions about GypsyfTravelier sites are best made
locally. We issue guidance to help local authorities make good decisions and, with input
from the GypsyfTravelier Site Working Group, are reviewing much of that guidance. With the
help of the GypsyfTravelier Site Working Group, the Scottish Government will:

• be publishing guidance to local authorities on a recommended core tenancy
agreement for those living on GypsyfTravelier sites, including information on their
rights and responsibilities. We plan to issue this in Spring 2015.
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• be publishing revised guidance to local authorities on the quality standards
Gypsy/Traveller sites are expected to meet. We plan to issue this in Spring 2015.

• investigate, and provide advice on, the most effective ways for local authorities to
share good practice in achieving good outcomes for Gypsy/Travellers and the settled
community near Gypsy/Traveller sites. We are aware that some local authorities are
taking forward work to explore the provision of new Gypsy/Traveller sites, and we
want those approaches to be shared more widely.

The GypsylTravelier Site Working Group includes representatives from the Scottish Traveller
Education Programme, MECOPP, Planning Aid for Scotland, and the Equality and Human
Rights Commission. Those bodies all have strong links with the GypsylTravelier community.
While we welcome input from members of the Gypsy/Traveller community into the Working
Group, we also recognise there is a sense of "consultation fatigue" within the community.
We are therefore focusing our engagement work on specific proposals, such as the tenancy
agreement guidance mentioned above.

In addition, the Scottish Government is also working to strengthen local strategic planning for
housing in relation to the needs of GypsylTraveliers. In this regard, we:

• have published revised guidance for Housing Need and Demand Assessments
(HNDA). The HNDA guidance has been strengthened in relation to specialist
provision, which should include an assessment of current and future need for
sites/pitches for GypsylTraveliers. The guidance is now available on the Scottish
Government website.

• are strengthening the Local Housing Strategy guidance to help to ensure that the
needs of Gypsy/Travellers both in relation to availability of sites/pitches and site
management and housing related services are adequately reflected and addressed in
local housing strategies. The guidance is due to be published in Summer 2014.

The Scottish Government recognises that children from Travelling communities face
difficulties in accessing their entitlement to high quality education. The Scottish Traveller
Education Review Group has been brought together as a short life working group with the
aim of reviewing and building an accurate picture of the issues that are challenging equality
of access to education for the children of Travellers in Scotland. The group consists of
representation of COS LA, Education Scotland, Scottish Government and the Scottish
Traveller Education Programme. We will shortly be considering the future role of the Group
and will update the Committee on the outcome in due course.

I hope that this information is helpful to the Committee and look forward to attending a
meeting in due course.

Shona Robison
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